	Wyoming College Access Challenge Grant


The Grant:  Annual non-competitive grant awarded to each state based on population with a minimum dollar 
amount of $1.5 million dollars.  In Wyoming, the University of Wyoming, in cooperation with the Community 

Colleges, the Community College Commission and the Wyoming Department of Education, applied for and

received the grant.  The U.S. Department of Education will award this grant for a minimum of 4 additional 

years.

The Initiatives: There are 12 unique initiatives that comprise the grant.  Some focus only on increasing 

retention of current students in higher education.  The ones that impact K-12 are:
1.  Statewide FAFSA initiative – Currently only 33% of Wyoming’s college going population complete

 a FAFSA.  This initiative will help increase FAFSA completion rates by partnering with WYASFAA 

and area TRiO and Gear-Up representatives to increase awareness by supplying every Wyoming 

High School with a FAFSA Frenzy kit in January for use in February.  The kit will contain buttons for

faculty and staff, stickers for students and PSA’s that you can read in the morning announcements, 

at basketball games, etc.  It will also include postcards that you can fill in your FAFSA workshop date 

and either mail or hand out to all students.  Additionally, we want to make sure that every high school 

that wants to host a FAFSA night can do so.  We will have a phone number you can call and request a 

volunteer.   We will match you with a volunteer who can come to your location.  The number to call is:

307-766-6440.

2. The College Access Grant-  This is a statewide need-based grant that the student can use at any school

in the United States. Students MUST complete the FAFSA by March 1st, 2011 to apply.  There is no 

separate application.  We will award approximately 650 $1,000 grants to students who graduate from
a Wyoming high school in spring of 2011.  Due to funding restrictions, the grant cannot be deferred and 

must be used in the following fall.  The grant can be combined with other grants and scholarships.  

Students must be Pell eligible, and have filed the FAFSA by March 1.  The top 650 needy students who have 

met that criteria will receive notification of the grant.

3. The Wyoming College Advising Corp (WyCAC)-  Based off of a National model and one that 14 states have

implemented, the WyCAC will place 4 recent University graduates in high schools with a high percentage 

of free/reduced lunch students, a low percentage of college going rate, and a willingness to house a person.

Evanston, Green River, Rawlins and Rock Springs High Schools have stepped forward and will be part of this 

project.   We hope to expand the program for next year so watch for more information in our newsletter.
4. The Pipeline – This is an initiative led by UW to create a “one stop” web site for K-12 parents, teachers and 

students to view programs in their area/age group that they can participate to help increase college 

readiness.  Everything from programs at Casper College for 3rd graders to Summer Bridge programs for entering

college freshman.

5. Fusion Initiative – Funding has been identified to help support the Wyoming Department of Education 

Fusion website and to expand the 8th grade unit of study to 7th graders.  More information will be coming

soon.

The College Access Challenge Grant will publish a newsletter to help all constituents stay informed.  Attached is 

the inaugural issue of the newsletter.  One will be sent to each high school.  If you want to have your own copy, 

please email your request to:  Becky Vinzant at rvinzant@uwyo.edu or call: 307-766-6440.
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