TIPS ON APPLYING FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
Look for Scholarships and Information Everywhere:
1. Use every reference source available to you. Internet, library, counselors, and past and present students.
2. Visit the financial aid office at the college you plan to attend.
3. Visit with the Dean of your department and/or college.
4. Visit with groups and clubs you are interested in joining when attending college. Multicultural Affairs, club sports, and college or major specific groups i.e. engineering, agriculture, etc..
5. Go to your school library and public library for scholarship books, they can be more specific than online searches.
6. Go to your counseling office.
7. Always read the newspapers.
8. Contact local community and church organizations for scholarship information.
9. Contact the businesses in your community for scholarship opportunities.
10. Check with your employer or your parents’ employer for scholarships from the company.
11. Be mindful of what it takes to get merit based scholarships-  senioritis may cost you in the long run.
12. Talk to other students about scholarship opportunities.
The Application:
1. If you meet the basic requirements for an award……… APPLY!
2. Write or email the sources you are interested in.  Many prefer that you not call.
3. Use a standard form letter when requesting information.
4. Apply to as many sources as possible- but make sure you meet the qualifications.  Read the application completely!
5. Set up a scholarship file that has copies of your letter, transcripts, personal statements and essays, and letters of recommendation.
6. Have someone proof read your letters and applications.
7. Make sure paper copies you are sending are neat  AND clean!
8. Keep a calendar with the application deadlines and look at it every day.
9. Make sure you have taken necessary tests and admissions application by the deadlines.
10. NEVER become discouraged-  NEVER talk yourself out of applying. You have as much a chance to receive awards as any other applicant.
Filling Out The Forms:
1. Read the form completely before you begin.
2. Be complete and concise, but also creative.  Many forms that are not complete are thrown out.
3. Clearly emphasize your ambitions, goals, and what makes you different from other applicants.
4. Forward any information received after the application is sent (such as: transcripts, awards received or recommendations).  The more information they have on you the better your chances.
5. Write legibly.  If at all possible fill in forms online.  It looks more professional.
6. Avoid spelling errors and have someone proof read your form before you send it.
7. Be as accurate as possible.
8. BE PERSISTENT!
			
